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 Effective Assessment  
in HSC Economics 
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Workshop Outline 

 

1) Why do we assess?  

 

2) What do we assess in HSC Economics?  

 

3) How do we effectively assess student progress in HSC Economics?     
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        Growth Mindset – ‘Not Yet’ 

Setting the Tone 
• Teach growth mindset 

   - Carol Dweck ‘Not Yet’ 
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HSC Economics Band Analysis 
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Just over 5000 candidates 

 

10.88% achieved a Band 6 

33.65% achieved a Band 5 

28.18% achieved a Band 4 

18.34% achieved a Band 3 

  6.56% achieved a Band 2 

  1.96% achieved a Band 1 
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To get better soup! 

Why do we assess? 
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Why do we assess? 

Assessment as 
learning 

(embedded) 

Assessment for 
learning 

(formative) 

Assessment of 
learning 

(summative) 

Researching the 
best ‘soup’ 
ingredients 

The ‘soup’ is ready to eat! 
Making and tasting 

the ‘soup’ and acting 
on the feed back 
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• According to Hattie & Timperley (2007), to discover: 

 
1) How a student is going? 

2) Where a student is going? 

3) How a student will get there? 
 

The above questions are clearly linked to quality feedback and feed forward. 

 
• To inform our teaching and learning practice (and make necessary adjustments). 

 

 
 

 

 
 

Why do we assess? 
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With respect to BOSTES requirements: 

 

• To improve knowledge, understanding and skills.  

• To ascertain whether a student has achieved course outcomes. 

• To rank students, on summative tasks, relative to other students. 

 

 

Why do we assess? 
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What do we assess? 

What? 

Outcomes 

‘Learn     
about’ 

Knowledge, 
Understanding 

& Skills 

‘Learn to’ 

42 in the 
syllabus!! 
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                           HSC Outcomes 
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BOSTES HSC Internal Assessment 
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Different task 
types 

Currently 4 
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How do we assess? 
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Formative Assessment – Tasting the ‘soup’’ 

• Return to topics studied previously (e.g. Term 4) in class via concept 
mapping, quizzes, essay writing. 

 

• Use summaries from Cornell Note Making method as basis for writing. 

 

• Practice writing tasks: with self, peer and teacher feed back. 

 

• Practice in various sections of the HSC Examination (multiple choice, 
short-response, stimulus extended response, extended response). 
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Formative Assessment – Tasting the ‘soup’’ 

• Feedback based on criteria, without the marks (or with band). 

 

• Teacher modelled responses (including writing and correcting in front 
of students) – students imitating quality writing. 

 

• Use of BOS standard packages. 
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Forgetting curve and spaced practice 
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Working 
memory 

Formative Assessment – Testing the ‘soup’’ 

• Compulsory planning built in to practice assessment tasks e.g. 5-10 
minutes. Could you provide feedback on the plan only? (before 
writing). 

• Collaboratively deconstructed and written responses, on-line or in-
class. 

• Publishing work via a learning management system, drop box etc. 

• Feedback on the process of completing a task e.g. with use of ‘white 
boarding’. 
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Formative Assessment – Testing the ‘soup’’ 

• Hand writing all responses in timed conditions! (in HSC type writing 
booklets). 

 

• Sharing assessment tasks with colleagues at other schools. 

 

• Pre-Trial Examination – July Holidays. 
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‘Whiteboarding’ in action  
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How do we assess? 

Identify 
outcomes, 

‘learn about’ 
and ‘learn to’ 

content 

Map task, 
including 

components 

Assessment  

design 

Assessment 
task draft 

Student 

assessment   

feedback 

Finalise and 
handout task 

What can we learn 
from the RAP analysis 
and areas for 
development on 
previous tasks? 
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Summative Assessment – Eating the ‘soup’’ 

• Marking criteria that is clearly understood by students. 

• Explicit teaching and practice of the skills required to master the task. 

• Sample(s) provided to students, where possible, to assist with 
internalising the demands of the task. 

• If appropriate, opportunities for draft(s) and feedback (by the same 
marker). 

• Teaching and learning operating in symphony with preparation for a 
summative task. 

• In the Preliminary Course, multiple modes of assessment. 
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Summative Assessment  

• Tasks that cater for the breadth of achievement and hence clearly 
differentiate student performance (by band and marks). 

• Timely and specific feedback to students, where there are 
opportunities to act on the feedback (to avoid ‘dangling data’). 

• HSC Assessment tasks should develop skills reflective of those 
required in the HSC Examination, yet with appropriate weighting 
given to the mandatory assessment components, including research 
and inquiry. 
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Summative Task Cycle 

Summative 
task handout 

Formative 
task or draft 

Formative 
feedback or 

draft 

Submission or 
completion of 

summative 
task 

Marking,  
quality 

feedback & 
exemplars 

Student 
reflection 
and feed 
forward 
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What is working with your  
summative assessment? 

1) Reflect, individually, on aspects of your assessment program that 
are working well. 

2) Reflect, individually, on aspects of your assessment program that 
could be improved (and how?) 

3) Discuss, with a partner, points 1 and 2. Help provide solutions to 
point number 2. 
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What is working with our  
summative assessment? 

• Compulsory planning time within in-class assessment tasks. 

• Research component assessed either stand alone and/or via in-class 
assessment. 

• Annotated bibliographies and/or summary paragraphs for research 
tasks. 

• Formative task(s) before the summative assessment, replicating the 
final task requirements, with feedback, exemplars and feed forward. 
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What is working with our  
summative assessment? 

• Exemplars of assessment tasks developed by students and teachers. 

• No longer having Half-Yearly Examinations? (yet 3 hour exam in Year 
11!). 

• Incorporating more multiple choice in internal assessment. 

• Students reading their script and feedback (on their own) upon return 
of the task. 

• Explicit teaching of the skills necessary to succeed in the task. 

• Opportunities to put feedback in to practice soon after. 

• Giving students a choice of essay questions. 
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