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How popular was the  NSW Board of Studies, 
Teaching and Educational Standards 

 Legal Studies course in 2014 ? 
 

15 most popular subjects - 2014 

1. English 70 289 

2. Mathematics 58 184 

3. Biology 17 397 

4. Business Studies 16 316 

5. PDHPE* 15 572 

6. Studies of Religion 14 949 

7. Ancient History 11 414 

8. Chemistry 11 305 

9. Modern History 10 492 

10. Legal Studies 10 322 

11. Physics 9739 

12. Visual Arts 9480 

13. Hospitality 8363 

14. Community and Family Studies 7849 

15. Senior Science 7072 

 

*Personal Development, Health and Physical Education 

Note: These subjects include Life Skills enrolments where appropriate. 

In 2014 39% of students studying Legal Studies were males and 61% were females. 

From: 2014 Board of Studies, Teaching and Educational Standards NSW Official Media Guide  
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Effective assessment involves teachers  

and students being familiar with the 
Legal Studies syllabus 

 
This syllabus was first taught in 2010 (for year 11) and in term 4, 2011/2012 for 

year 12. 

Note the following parts of the syllabus: 

- P.4 – “Background” – What is the HSC? 
- P.5 –“ Legal Studies in the K-12 continuum” – Students are not empty vessels 
              with regards to starting the Legal Studies course in year 11. 
              Commerce helps but it is not essential. 
- P.6  -  “Rationale” – Why is Legal Studies studied in schools? 
                                     -  Legal Studies teachers impart important knowledge 
                                        and skills through the Legal Studies course. 
- P.7 -   “Employability skills statement” – Skills relevant to the workplace that  
              students are gaining through Legal Studies. 
- P.7 -  “Aim” – Notice it says that students do not only learn facts about the legal 
                             system but also how effective the legal system is in achieving 
                             justice. 
- P.7 – “Objectives” – Divided into: 
                                         - Knowledge and understanding 
                                         - Skills 
                                         - Interest, values and attitudes (not assessed) 
- P.8 – “Objectives and outcomes” – For each of the knowledge and                 
               understanding objectives and for the skills objectives there are  
               corresponding outcomes (what students are expected to learn or take   
               away with them as they enter the real world as an adult). There are ten   
               outcomes for the preliminary course and ten outcomes for the HSC  
               course. Outcomes can be applied to all topics. Some may be more   
               relevant to a particular topic than others. 
- P.9  -  “The structure of Legal Studies” – The preliminary course is divided into 
                three parts or topics. It is a foundation course for the HSC course. 
- Ps. 10 – 16 – Notice that each topic has the following parts to it: 
                            - “Principal focus” (“may be examined”) 
                            - “Themes and challenges to be incorporated throughout this 
                                 topic” (“may be examined”).  
                            - “Students learn about” ( knowledge) 
                            - “Students learn to” ( skills - what students learn to do as a result        
                                of engaging with the subject matter) 

              - P.39 – “Assessment components and weightings” 
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Syllabus tips 
                

 Students should be given a copy of the syllabus and they should 
                                 use it regularly in class and at home. The “Principal focus” and “Themes                                                                                            

                                 and challenges” for each topic should not be ignored. 

                                 Students should be learning the skill of using the syllabus to learn the   

                                 subject matter in year 11 (e.g. ticking off dot  points, writing in relevant   

                                 legislation, cases, media reports and international instruments and 

                                 documents). 

 

 

 “Themes and challenges” Activity – At the end of each part/topic 
     put up five sheets of butchers paper on the walls of the classroom 

     with each dot point under “Themes and challenges to be 

     incorporated throughout this topic” for the relevant part/topic 

     on each sheet. In pairs students go around the classroom and write 

     concepts, terms, examples, legislation, cases, institutions,  and media  

     reports which relate to each theme and challenge. When all students 

     have written on each sheet, present the sheets to the whole class 

     and discuss what has been written. 

 

 Remember you are teaching the syllabus, NOT delivering the content in 
your textbook ( what content in the textbook can you leave out? what 
content needs to be added?) 
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"Know your syllabus": top ATAR scorer 

 

26 Jan 12 @ 09:30am by Rashell Habib 

From: “Inner West Courier”  website 

 

Lucy Coles 

YOU hear it time and time again, but preparation is the key, not only in achieving a good result, but 
also maintaining your sanity during exam periods - just ask Lucy Coles. 

At 17, Lucy achieved the highest ATAR ranking 99.95 after sitting her exams at the end of last year.  

“I didn’t expect to get anywhere near the mark I did,” Lucy said.  

She will be studying arts law this year at the University of New South Wales, but is still uncertain 
about which career she will enter into.  

Lucy has some tips to surviving the stress in the lead-up to and during the Higher School Certificate 
(HSC). “Just work consistently and keep up to date with your notes, write your own notes, that way 
you will have the resources all ready and it is just a matter of familiarising it.”  

She said the key to note writing was simplifying her notes into her own words. 

She picking out quotes and facts she was able to put into a way she could understand and removed 
jargon.  

He biggest tip was to make sure you know your syllabus. “You can’t get a question that won’t relate 
to the syllabus, so if you know it back to front, you will find nothing can surprise you.” 

Lucy chose her subjects carefully and made sure she had an interest in every subject as her main aim 
was to do subjects she enjoyed.  
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She studied advanced English, extension maths and German, modern history and legal studies at 
Strathfield’s Meriden School. 

SAGE ADVICE 
-If you don’t know the answer to a question during an exam, here’s some advice:  
-``When I saw the paper for maths, which wasn’t my best subject, I saw it and thought `there are a 
lot of questions I can’t do’ but I couldn’t let that thought through’‘ 
-``I did what I could of the questions, I skipped the ones I didn’t know and came back to them, that 
approach helped because it meant I could pick up marks in smaller areas.’’ 

 

Directive terms in Legal Studies 

 
 Students must take note of the directive terms used in assessment tasks and 

answer fully to these terms ( verbs). 

A Glossary of Key Words 
This glossary contains key words that appear frequently in Board of Studies syllabuses, 

performance descriptions and examinations. 

The purpose behind the glossary is to help students prepare better for the HSC by showing 

them that certain key words are used similarly in examination questions across the different 

subjects they are studying. 

In classrooms, teachers of different subjects could use the glossary to help students to better 

understand what the examination questions in their subject require. Students should 

recognise the consistent approach of teachers of different subjects and get cues about how to 

approach examination questions. 

For example, students would be better placed to respond to 'explain' questions if, in the 

context of different subjects, they developed an understanding that 'explain' could require 

them to relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things evident; provide why 

and/or how. 

It is also important that the key words should not be interpreted in an overly prescriptive 

way. Teachers must ensure that they do not use them in ways that conflict with their 

particular meaning within subjects. To do this would be counterproductive. A term like 

'evaluate', for example, requires a different kind of response in Mathematics from that 

required in History and this needs to be respected. 

When using key words to construct questions, tasks and marking schemes, it is helpful to ask 

what the use of the term in a particular question requires students to do. 

Key words are best discussed with students in the context of questions and tasks they are 

working on, rather than in isolation. 

It is important to note that examination questions for the HSC will continue to use self-

explanatory terms such as 'how', or 'why' or 'to what extent'. While key words have a 

purpose, they will not set limits on legitimate subject-based questions in examination papers. 
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Account 

Account for: state reasons for, report on. Give an account of: narrate a series of 

events or transactions 

Analyse 

Identify components and the relationship between them; draw out and relate 

implications 

Apply 

Use, utilise, employ in a particular situation 

Appreciate 

Make a judgement about the value of 

Assess 

Make a judgement of value, quality, outcomes, results or size 

Calculate 

Ascertain/determine from given facts, figures or information  

Clarify 

Make clear or plain 

Classify 

Arrange or include in classes/categories 

Compare 

Show how things are similar or different 

Construct 

Make; build; put together items or arguments 

Contrast 

Show how things are different or opposite 

Critically (analyse/evaluate) 

Add a degree or level of accuracy depth, knowledge and understanding, logic, 

questioning, reflection and quality to (analyse/evaluate) 

Deduce 

Draw conclusions 

Define 

State meaning and identify essential qualities 

Demonstrate 

Show by example 
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Describe 

Provide characteristics and features 

Discuss 

Identify issues and provide points for and/or against 

Distinguish 

Recognise or note/indicate as being distinct or different from; to note differences 

between 

Evaluate 

Make a judgement based on criteria; determine the value of 

Examine 

Inquire into 

Explain 

Relate cause and effect; make the relationships between things evident; provide why 

and/or how 

Extract 

Choose relevant and/or appropriate details 

Extrapolate 

Infer from what is known 

Identify 

Recognise and name 

Interpret 

Draw meaning from 

Investigate 

Plan, inquire into and draw conclusions about 

Justify 

Support an argument or conclusion 

Outline 

Sketch in general terms; indicate the main features of 

Predict 

Suggest what may happen based on available information 

 

 

Propose 

Put forward (for example a point of view, idea, argument, suggestion) for 

consideration or action 
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Recall 

Present remembered ideas, facts or experiences 

Recommend 

Provide reasons in favour 

Recount 

Retell a series of events 

Summarise 

Express, concisely, the relevant details 

Synthesise 

Putting together various elements to make a whole 

 

*From: BOSTES NSW website 

 

E.g.: 

 Identify  two different types of law, means to just list the two types, not to begin an explanation of 
each type -extra marks will not be gained and time will be wasted  

which will be  required for other questions in the examination (worth more marks). Answer   to the 
verb in the question! 

 

Directive terms  can be classified into: 

 

1. Lower order thinking key process verbs. E.g., “identify”, “define” 

 

2. Middle order thinking key process verbs. E.g., “distinguish” , “examine” 

 

3. Higher order thinking key process verbs. E.g., “analyse”, “evaluate” 

 

A mixture of LOTS ( lower order thinking skills), MOTS (middle order thinking skills) and HOTS ( 
higher order thinking skills) are needed in a classroom in order to cater for different abilities. 
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Planning for effective learning and 

assessment 
 

 
 

 

 

* From:  BOSTES NSW 
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Informal assessment (don’t just assess 

through formal assessment tasks) 

 
 

1. Skill of questioning 

 

 

2. Directed activities related to text ( DART) 

 

Legal Studies in concept dense, with legal terminology to learn. Students should not only be reading 

the text, but interacting actively with it ( DART). 

 

 Legal Studies – Part A , 2014, Joe Alvaro, User Friendly Resources 
( with answers) 
 

 Legal Studies – Part B , 2014, Joe Alvaro, User Friendly Resources 
                                            ( with answers) 

 

3. Media reports 

 

4. Case reports 

 

5. Quizzes 

 

6. Topic/Unit tests ( use BOSTES NSW HSC questions) 
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8. End of the lesson 

At the end of the lesson: 

- stand at the classroom door and ask each student a question about the lesson 

   or 

- ask the whole class and allow students who can answer to leave first. 

  or 

- give each student a post it note and ask them to write down one thing they learnt during 

   the lesson or something else related to the lesson, and have them leave it on their desk. 

 

Internal formal assessment 
BOSTES NSW assessment components and weightings ( for both Preliminary 

course and HSC course) 

 

- Knowledge and understanding of course content – 60% 

- Inquiry and research – 20% 

- Communication of Legal Studies information, issues and ideas in appropriate 

  forms – 20% 

 
What each assessment task should contain 

 

• Type of task 
• Topic assessed 
• Weighting 
• Out of...... 
• Due date, what time?, where? 
• Outomes addressed 
• Rubric – “In your answer you will be assessed 

                                           on how well you.......”  

                                  - Should focus on what students know and 

                                    understand, how they communicate 

                                     and their research skills. 
• Question with clear directive term/s/verb/s 
• Length 
• Marking criteria ( including how well student has referenced 

                        information researched in the case of a hand-in task) 

                            - Should have clear links to outcomes, rubric and question. 
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External formal assessment 
 

 

One of the keys to success in any HSC subject is knowing the format of the HSC examination        
which all students in NSW studying a particular subject will work with. As students study each topic 
they  need to ask themselves, “what type of questions (multiple choice?, short answer responses?, 
extended responses?) will I have to answer for this topic and how many marks are they worth?”.  

 

        The format of the Legal Studies HSC examination is as follows.  

 

        Time allowed: 3 hours plus 5 minutes reading time 

 

        Re “reading time” - “ Highlighters may be used to highlight text ( but NOT during reading               
         time!)….” 
        ( From: “ Advice for HSC students about examinations” by BOSTES NSW) 

 

 

        Section I: Core – Crime and Human Rights  

        * 15 multiple choice questions on Crime (15 marks) 

        * 5 multiple choice questions on Human Rights (5 marks) 

 

        Section II: Core – Crime and Human Rights  

        * Short answer questions on Human Rights (15 marks) 

        * One extended response on Crime (15 marks) 

        * Expected length: around 4 pages of an examination writing booklet 

           ( approximately 600 words) 

 

        Section III: Options 

       * One extended response on one option you have studied (25 marks) 

       * One extended response on another option you have studied (25 marks) 

       * Expected length: around 8 pages of an examination writing booklet 

          ( approximately 1000 words) 
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       So students will needs to practice: 

 

        - Lots of multiple choice and extended response questions for the Crime topic. 

        - Lots of multiple choice questions and short answer questions for the Human Rights  

          topic. 

        - Lots of extended response questions for the two options. 

 

        Tell students to keep in mind that the trial HSC examination will follow the same format as the         
        HSC examination. 
 
 
 
 

Legal Studies students need to display critical 
thinking skills in Legal Studies 

 
 

 

Critical Thinking Checklist 

 

From: Video – “Do you think?” 

 

 

1. Clarity 
 

If a statement is vague or fuzzy we can’t tell if it’s accurate or even relevant. 

E.g. He’s not saying anything. It’s just buzzwords and fluff. 

       Can you elaborate? Can you give me an example? 

 

2. Accuracy 
 

A statement can be clear but not accurate. 

E.g. Chickens are mammals! Is that really true? How can we verify that? 
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3. Precision 
 

A statement can be clear and accurate but not precise. 

E.g. John is overweight. 

       Can you be more specific or give me more details? 

       Is he 10lbs overweight or 100 lbs? 

       John is 25lbs overweight ( this statement is more precise). 

 

 

4. Relevance 
 

A statement can be clear, accurate and precise but not relevant to the issue. 

Experienced computer programmers needed – apply here 

“I can drive a forklift!” 

How is that related to the issue? 

 

5. Depth 
 

Statements lack depth when they fail to deal with the complexities of the issue. 

 

E.g. Addressing drug addiction in America. 

        Just say “NO”. 

 

That’s superficial. It doesn’t address the physiological and psychological complexities involved in 
dependency. 
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6. Breadth 
 

An argument that only considers one point of view and shuns other perspectives lacks breadth. 

 

BNN - Biased News Network 

 

To be truly fair and unbiased , other points of view must be considered. 

 

7. Logic 
 

When the combination of thoughts are mutually supporting and make sense in combination,  

the thinking is logical. 

 

 

* If an argument or statement can pass this checklist, it’s probably good thinking. But if it  
   fails and we still go along with it, then we aren’t being rational, logical human beings. And  
   if that’s the case, are we really any better than rats following the Pied Piper? 
 
 

   

Using criteria when evaluating/assessing 
 
The higher order thinking skills of evaluating/making judgements continues to 
be challenging for students.  
 - Some students struggle with this in their extended responses and do not reach    
   this range of thinking.  
 - Some students evaluate towards the end of their response, with some students  
   saying “all is ok and justice is being achieved”. 
 - Some students evaluate right from the start in their introduction and sustain  
   thislevel of thinking throughout their response – this engages the marker  
   immediately. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Page 17 of 27 
Written and presented by Joe Alvaro at 2015 Economics and Business Educators NSW  

Annual Conference – 15 May 2015 
 

 
 

 “Evaluate” and “assess” require higher order thinking. 
 Ticks/kisses for the legal system achieving justice. 
 Crosses/Punches for the legal system not achieving justice. 
 Improvements that need to be made? Law reform? 
 Criteria that can be used to “evaluate” and “assess”: 

 
- Fairness - an element of justice 
- Equality - an element of justice ( e.g.fines do not punish the rich and poor  
   equally) 
- Accessibility – an element of justice ( e.g.time -“justice delayed is justice       
  denied”,  
   cost, distance, knowledge – law must be known/discoverable 
- Enforceability ( e.g.corruption in the police service, Apprehended Domestic  
  Violence Orders can be difficult to enforce) 
- Resource efficiency (e.g. education is an effective form of prevention but  
   resources are limited, fines put money back into society) 
- Protection and recognition of individual rights (e.g. does capital punishment  
  protect an individual’s right to life?) 
- Balance of individual rights and community rights (e.g. rights in prison v. rights 
   of the community to see that justice is done) 
- Opportunities for appeals and reviews (e.g.mistakes can be made, miscarriage 
  of justice, some individuals cannot afford to proceed with appeals) 
- Rule of law (e.g. everyone is equal under the law) 
- Doctrine of natural justice/Lady Justice (e.g. no bias rule, fair hearing rule) 
- Doctrine of separation of powers (e.g. judges can conduct trials without 
  interference from politicians and law enforcers ) 
- Media influence ( e.g. the media can play the role of judge/jury) 
- Punishment (e.g. prisons do not always rehabilitate a criminal, prisons can be 
  the “University of Crime”) 
- Laws should be based on widely held moral and ethical standards 
- Role of discretion ( e.g. does it reveal discrimination?) 
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- Doctrine of natural justice/Lady Justice ( Roman Goddess of Justice) 
     - Blindfold – no bias rule, objectivity, impartiality 
     - Scales of fairness – weighing the evidence from both sides of a  case, and  
       reaching a verdict based on fairness. 
     - Sword of justice – symbol of authority, power over both sides 
 

 
 
 
Quotes for evaluating/assessing 

 
 “ This is a court of law, young man, not a court of justice.” 

              - Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. 
 “It is not a Justice System. It is just a system.” 

               - Bob Enyart 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.google.com.au/imgres?q=Lady+Justice&um=1&hl=en&sa=N&rlz=1T4SUNC_enAU372AU373&biw=1440&bih=727&tbm=isch&tbnid=24oE0SHFh794IM:&imgrefurl=http://trybean.com/2012/02/28/lady-justice-is-glad-she-is-blindfolded/&docid=KoFpYj13RxQ4gM&imgurl=http://trybean.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/02/lady-justice.gif&w=640&h=1104&ei=4IQLULGbMYKgiQe0p9C1DQ&zoom=1&iact=hc&vpx=539&vpy=147&dur=475&hovh=295&hovw=171&tx=85&ty=149&sig=102074288691023076870&page=1&tbnh=163&tbnw=94&start=0&ndsp=29&ved=1t:429,r:3,s:0,i:148
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Cases, legislation, media reports and 
international instruments and documents 
are essential 
 
     Ask students to create summaries of cases, legislation, media reports and  
         international instruments and documents after each unit in a topic. 

Topic:____________________________________________________________________ 

Unit: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary of cases 

Syllabus dot point Case Notes 
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   Topic:__________________________________________________________________________ 

Unit: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary of legislation  

Syllabus dot point Name  Notes 
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 Topic:_____________________________________________________________________ 

Unit: ______________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary of international instruments and documents 

 

 

Syllabus dot point Name  Notes 
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Topic:____________________________________________________________________ 

Unit: _____________________________________________________________________ 

 

Summary of media reports 

 

 

Syllabus dot point Title and source Notes 
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Performance band descriptions Legal Studies 

The typical performance in this band: 

Band 6  analyses, synthesises and interprets information to evaluate the 

effectiveness of the domestic and international legal system in addressing 

issues 

 demonstrates extensive knowledge and understanding of the operation of 

the legal system and the processes involved in law reform 

 synthesises and analyses legal information from a variety of sources 

including relevant legislation, cases, media, international instruments and 

documents to support arguments in a domestic and international context 

 communicates coherent arguments on contemporary issues from differing 

perspectives and interpretations 

 communicates an argument using relevant legal concepts and terminology  

Band 5  analyses and interprets information to evaluate the effectiveness of the 

domestic and international legal system in addressing issues  

 demonstrates detailed knowledge and understanding of the operation of the 

legal system and the processes involved in law reform  

  uses legal information from a variety of sources including relevant 

legislation, cases, media, international instruments and documents to 

support arguments in a domestic and international context 

 presents clear arguments on contemporary issues from differing 

perspectives 

 communicates using relevant legal concepts and terminology  

Band 4  provides some analysis of information and issues related to the 

effectiveness of the domestic and international legal system 

 demonstrates good knowledge and understanding of the operation of the 

legal system and the processes involved in law reform 

 uses appropriate legal information from sources including legislation, cases, 

media, international instruments and documents 

 uses appropriate legal concepts and terminology  

Band 3  demonstrates some knowledge and understanding of the issues related to the 

domestic and /or international legal system 

 demonstrates some understanding of the operation of the legal system 

 makes reference to sources including legislation, cases, media, international 

instruments and documents 

 uses some legal concepts and terminology  

Band 2  recognises some issues in the legal system 

 demonstrates a limited understanding of some aspects of the operations of 

the legal system 
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 uses some legal terminology 

Band 1   

 

From: BOSTES NSW website 

  

 

Feedback 

 

• Feedback should be given in a way which motivates the learner and helps 
students  to understand that mistakes are part of learning and can lead to 
improvement. 

• Individualise feedback – use the student’s name, praise the student if they 
have received a higher mark compared to thelast exam. 

• Be clear on strengths, weaknesses and how a student could improve. 
• Annotate the marking criteria – students are more likely to refer to the 

marking criteria  when trying to understand their mark if you have referred 
to it. 

• Refer to the directive terms in the question 
  -    E.g. Maria, you need to fully answer to the verb in the question –   
       “explain”. Your response is more of an outline.  

• General comments can also be given to the class about what was done well 
and what needs improvement. 

• Use your schools award program to recognise students who have achieved “ 
Band 6” results and those who have shown a great 
improvement/commitment to the task.  

 

 

Assessment Task Procedures 
 

 Issue students with the assessment schedule. Put it up in the classroom. 
 

 Be sure you give students adequate time to complete the assessment task. 
Write the dates you are going to issue and collect the assessment tasks  
in your diary. 
 

 Have students sign that they have received the assessment task and the date 
they received it.  
 

 Have students sign to say they have submitted the assessment task 
on the due date. What is your school policy re students who hand in 
an assessment task late or who do not hand it in? 
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 Issue students with an assessment task cover sheet ( not on the day the 

assessment task is due!). 
 

 
 Have all students hand in the assessment task at the same time to ensure 

fairness. 
 

 How do you want the assessment task handed in so your marking is made 
easier? 
-  All pages stapled and numbered – no folders or plastic sleeves 
-  All material in an envelope or plastic sleeve ( good for oral presentation  
   material). 

 
 For an examination issue an information sheet notifying students about 

the assessment task. Include on it: 
  
- Date 
- Location 
- Assessment Task No. 
- Weighting 
- Time allowed 
- Format 
- Topics to be assessed 
- Resources for study (e.g. syllabus, textbook, notes, handouts, books from 
   the library, websites) 
 

 Remember “HSC: All my own work”  ( see Board of Studies NSW website). 
 

 
 

BOSTES  NSW Record of School 
Achievement  

 
* From: BOSTES NSW website 

 

From 2012, eligible students who leave school before receiving their Higher School Certificate (HSC) will 

receive the NSW Record of School Achievement (RoSA). 

The RoSA is a cumulative credential in that it allows students to accumulate their academic results until they 
leave school. 

The RoSA records completed Stage 5 and Preliminary Stage 6 courses and grades, and participation in any 
uncompleted Preliminary Stage 6 courses. 

It is of specific use to students leaving school prior to the HSC. 



Page 26 of 27 
Written and presented by Joe Alvaro at 2015 Economics and Business Educators NSW  

Annual Conference – 15 May 2015 
 

To qualify for the RoSA, a student must have: 

 attended a government school, an accredited non-government school or a recognised school outside 

NSW; 

 completed courses of study that satisfy the Board’s curriculum and assessment requirements for the 

RoSA; 

 complied with all requirements imposed by the Minister or the Board; and 

 completed Year 10. 

 

Students leaving school who do not meet the RoSA requirements will be issued with a printed Transcript of 
Study. 

 

The Common Grade Scale shown below should be used to report student achievement in the Preliminary Stage 
6 year in all NSW schools. 

The Common Grade Scale describes performance at each of five grade levels. 

A 
The student demonstrates extensive knowledge of content and understanding of course concepts, and applies 
highly developed skills and processes in a wide variety of contexts. In addition the student demonstrates 
creative and critical thinking skills using perceptive analysis and evaluation. The student effectively 
communicates complex ideas and information. 

B 
The student demonstrates thorough knowledge of content and understanding of course concepts, and applies 
well-developed skills and processes in a variety of contexts. In addition the student demonstrates creative and 
critical thinking skills using analysis and evaluation. The student clearly communicates complex ideas and 
information. 

C 
The student demonstrates sound knowledge of content and understanding of course concepts, and applies 
skills and processes in a range of familiar contexts. In addition the student demonstrates skills in selecting and 
integrating information and communicates relevant ideas in an appropriate manner. 

D 
The student demonstrates a basic knowledge of content and understanding of course concepts, and applies 
skills and processes in some familiar contexts. In addition the student demonstrates skills in selecting and 
using information and communicates ideas in a descriptive manner. 

E 
The student demonstrates an elementary knowledge of content and understanding of course concepts, and 
applies some skills and processes with guidance. In addition the student demonstrates elementary skills in 
recounting information and communicating ideas. 
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Year 11 grades will appear on the HSC 

(“Page 2 of 2”) 

 

* Handout: “Report on attendance at NSW BOSTES Consistency of Teacher Judgement 

                     Workshop” 

  

Have a laugh 

 
A doctor, a lawyer, a little boy and a priest were out for a sunday flight on a private plane. 
Suddenly, the plane started to go down. Finally the pilot grabbed a parachute, yelled to the 
passengers they better jump, and bailed out. Unfortunately there were only three 
parachutes remaining. The doctor grabbed one and said,"I'm a doctor, I save lives, so I must 
live," and jumped out. The lawyer then said,, " I'm a lawyer and lawyers are the smartest 
people in the world: I deserve to live." He grabbed a parachute and jumped. The priest 
looked at the little boy and said,'my son, I've lived a long and full life,you are young and have 
your whole life ahead of you. Take the last parachute and live in peace.' The little boy 
handed the parachute back to the priest and said, "not to worry, Father. You can have that 
one back. The "smartest man in the world" just took off with my backpack."  

 
“Law is the art of the good and the just” 

- Saint Augustine 
 

 

 

 
 


