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IN-COUNTRY STUDY PROGRAM FOR BUSINESS 
EDUCATORS  

Riding the Iron Rooster of Economic Reform  
1 July  – 12 July 2012 

 
Developed specifically for business educators, this program enables participants to experience first hand 
the economic powerhouse that is modern China. Travelling from Guangzhou, Chinaʼs economic trading 
window from the Ming to the Qing Dynasty, to Shenzhen, Deng Xiaopingʼs first Special Economic Zone, 
then on to Shanghai and Beijing, participants will gain insight into the historical and socio-political forces 
behind Chinaʼs modernisation through visits to key sites, interactions with locals and briefings from 
experts.  
 
This program will support educators to consider Asia and Australiaʼs Engagement with Asiaʼ cross-
curriculum priority of the Australian Curriculum. The organising ideas of the priority will be explored 
throughout the program: 

• Asia and its diversity 
• Achievement and contributions of the peoples of Asia 
• Australia – Asia engagement 

 
Peopleʼs Republic of China: 
For country information, visit http://www.dfat.gov.au/geo/china/index.html 
This program is subject to change. Every attempt has been made to ensure that all of the information in this itinerary is correct at the time of 
printing. However, the Asia Education Foundation reserves the right to adjust the tour in response to variations in transport timetables and other 
changed circumstances. 

 

Date Location Itinerary 

Sunday 
1 July 
 

Melbourne/ 
Guangzhou 

Depart Melbourne at 10:30pm and arrive in Guangzhou at 06:00am 
on the 2 July. 
Assisted transfer and check-in the hotel.  

Monday 
2 July 
 

Guangzhou  Opium, Opportunity and Opening Up 
Explore Guangzhou, capital of Chinaʼs richest province. Contributing 
a staggering 12% of Chinaʼs national GDP, Guangzhouʼs economy is 
bigger than Singapore, Hong Kong or Taiwanʻs.  
Visit Austrade for a briefing on Guangzhouʼs economic development 
from the Special Economic Zones (SEZs) in the 1970s through to the 
reorientation of its export economy following the Global Financial 
Crisis and the reduction of demand from American consumers.  In 
the afternoon, meet with representatives from a leading international 
manufacturing company to learn about its developing global 
aspirations. Dinner with the Australian Consul General (TBC).  

Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
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Date Location Itinerary 

Tuesday 
3 July  

Guangzhou - 
Shenzhen 

“To Get Rich is Glorious” 
After an early morning check out, transit to Shenzhen via train to visit 
the Shenzhen Museum in the East Wing of the impressive City Hall 
to better understand the context in which the SEZ was founded and 
developed. Afternoon visit to the ʻkitschʼ Dafen Oil Painting Village 
where enterprising painters create amazing reproductions of the 
worldʼs great masterpieces and family portraits, epitomising Deng 
Xiaopingʼs mantra ʻTo get rich is gloriousʼ.  
 
Travel to Shenzhen in early evening to visit Portofino, a property 
development built around an imitation Italian Piazza complete with 
lakeside coffee shops and bars. Stay for dinner at Laurel, 
Shenzhenʼs best Cantonese restaurant (optional evening and extra 
cost). 

               Breakfast and lunch included 
Wednesday 
4 July  

Shenzhen – 
Shanghai 

Market Socialism with Chinese Characteristics 
Morning check out before short flight to Shanghai to follow the trail of 
Chinaʼs second wave of economic modernisation that centred on 
President Jiang Zemin and Premier Zhu Rongji in the 1990s. 
Shanghai, despite the skyscrapers that act as modern totems of 
wealth and national pride, is also the birthplace of Chinese 
Communism. Explore the cityʼs inherent contradictions and its pre 
1949 history before taking in the faded majesty of the Bund from the 
Blade Runner inspired Oriental TV Pearl Tower. Visit the site of 
former banks that have now become temples of consumerism 
(Gucci, Prada etc) along the Bund before dining out overlooking the 
bright lights of modern Shanghai in Pudong with representatives 
from the Australian Chamber of Commerce (TBC).  

    Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
Thursday  
5 July   

Shanghai Steel Mills & Conspicuous Consumption 
Morning visit to the Urban Planning Museum where a 3D model 
spread over 3 floors demonstrates how city officials plan to 
accommodate 21+ million people: a remarkable exhibit. Cross the 
river to Pudong to see the new financial centre and some of the 
worldʼs tallest buildings in what was a sleepy, swampy hollow 15 
years ago. Visit day traders at the Shanghai Stock Exchange before 
continuing on to an iron smelter that occupies a whole suburb and is 
a model for transformative state ownership and direct foreign 
investment. Over dinner a leading China correspondent will answer 
your questions on the rise of Chinaʼs soft diplomacy and increasing 
global economic authority.        

    Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
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Date Location Itinerary 

Friday 
6 July 

Shanghai Shanghai: Better City Better Life 
A day to explore the mega-city that is Shanghai and gain insight into 
its place in Chinese culture and history. Walk along the famous Bund 
to experience the juxtaposition of old and new in this astounding city. 
Participate in a group briefing over lunch then spend the afternoon 
exploring Peopleʼs Square, the Urban Planning Authority and 
Shanghai Museum. 
After a walk along Nanjing Road have dinner downtown and watch 
the skyline of Pudong light up – a neon sensation!  

Breakfast and lunch included 
Saturday 
7 July  
 

Shanghai/ 
Beijing 

Tale of Two Cities 
Free morning to sample the famous Nanxiang steamed pork buns 
(xiaolong bao) at Yu Gardens and haggle with locals over ʻantiquesʼ 
before entering a traditional Chinese garden that creates serenity 
among the noisy surrounds, or walk the refurbished streets of 
Xintiandi and see how traditional shikumen houses have been 
renovated to create a shopping and eating promenade. Catch the 
afternoon fast train to Beijing.  

    Breakfast and lunch included 
Sunday 
8 July  
 

Great Wall Running the Great Wall 
Early morning check out for 1-hour transit to the Great Wall, to better 
understand how this renowned engineering feat reflects nationalist 
ideals and has become a symbol appropriated by consumer brands 
from trucks to cigarettes. Sample simple country fare in a peaceful 
courtyard in the shadow of the Great Wall. Drive past Beijingʼs 
rapidly disappearing reservoir and into the suburbs of the capital.  
Dinner at Dadong Roast Duck, which is located in a restored Ming 
Dynasty granary and serves Peking duck that is consistently, voted 
the best in Beijing. 

    Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
Monday 
9 July  

Beijing China and Economic Performace 
Stand on the podium of the Gate of Heavenly Peace (Tianʼanmen) 
above Maoʼs iconic portrait overlooking the worldʼs largest open 
public space, where he proclaimed on 1 October 1949 that China 
ʻhad stood upʼ after a century of civil war, invasion and colonisation. 
Visit Maoʼs resting place before entering the Forbidden City, home of 
the Ming and Qing Imperial families from 1492 until 1925. Note (from 
afar) how the CCP leadership have secured a former section of the 
imperial city (Zhongnanhai) for their private residence. To complete 
the day a guest speaker will give a briefing on Chinaʼs post Mao 
economic performance and answer your questions. 

                Breakfast, lunch and dinner included 
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Study Tour Land Costs 
We aim to provide you with the very best value for an incredibly intense schedule of activity.  Allow 
$4000.00 per person, twin share, for the study tour’s land costs. 
 
Flight Costs 
Participants can book and organise their own airfares to China or, utilise the group airfares held by the 
AEF via its preferred Travel Provider.   
 
Those participants making their own way to China are expected to meet the group at the first hotel listed 
in the study tour itinerary (provided closer to departure).  
 
Indicative group flight costs (excluding air taxes) are: 

 

Ex Melbourne 

$1090.00 

 
*The Travel Provider will confirm the final cost for group flights at the time of ticketing (as air taxes can 
up go up or down until this time). Air taxes as of 06 February 2012 are: $310.00 per person  
 
Other departure ports airfare costs are available from the AEF’s preferred Travel Provider. 
 
 
 

Date Location Itinerary 

Tuesday 
10 July 

Tianjin New Economic Zone 
After early morning breakfast catch the fast train to Tianjin to visit 
City of Melbourneʼs Tianjin Office for overview of how a sister city 
relationship can produce mutually beneficial outcomes. Then visit the 
cityʼs Foreign Affairs Office in a former imperial mansion for a 
briefing on the development of Tianjin and the third wave of 
economic reform. Travel via light rail to the Tianjin Economic 
Development Area (TEDA) to see bonded factories and the creation 
of the Binhai New Area Economic Zone before site visit to the iconic 
Flying Pigeon bicycle factory. Return to Beijing early evening. 

    Breakfast and lunch included 
Wednesday 
11 July  
 

Beijing Business in Action 
After breakfast and hotel check out, visit the Beijing Consulting 
Group to get an on-the-ground perspective of the challenges and 
opportunities of doing business in China from an Australian point of 
view. Afternoon transfer to Beijing Capital Airport for flight back to 
Australia.   

          Breakfast included 
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Tax deductible 
Contact your tax advisor to find out whether your study tour expenses are tax deductible.  Many of our 
travelers’ have found that they can claim against tax and significantly reduce the cost of the trip. 
 
Accommodation 
Accommodation will be in 3-4 star hotels. Hotels are often unrated, but comfort, cleanliness and 
proximity to local facilities are the guiding factors in our choice of places for you to stay.   
Accommodation will be on a twin-share basis.  Sharing a room with a fellow traveler is often a welcome 
part of the experience and if you are on your own, we can partner you with another participant. There are 
limited opportunities for single accommodation (with a supplementary payment of $550.00), so book 
early if this is your preference. 
 
Meals 
Most meals are included, but there are also opportunities for you to explore the local restaurants.  
Wherever possible we try to meet special dietary requirements but we can’t always guarantee personal 
preferences. 
 
Transport 
We take care of all the transfers and ground transport detailed in the itinerary; we will also cover the 
internal flights arrangements for those doing the group airfares via our preferred Travel Provider.  During 
your leisure time, transport is at your own expense but we find that in any case, most of our guests 
prefer to walk and soak up the local atmosphere. 
The Travel Provider will arrange ground travel for activities outlined in the itinerary above including travel 
from Guangzhou to Shenzhen, Shenzhen to Shanghai, Shanghai to Tianjin, and Tianjin to Beijing.  
 
Group leader 
You will have one or more of our trusted, knowledgeable and helpful group leaders to make sure your 
tour runs smoothly.  Our leaders work with our in-country tour providers, hosts, guest speakers and the 
relevant authorities, to ensure that your experience fully meets our promise – and as our group leader is 
a Business Educator, they will be able to provide professional learning guidance in workshops and 
discussion groups. 
 
In summary 
Inclusions Exclusions 
• 3-4 star accommodation 
• Experienced Business Educator 

group leader  
• Airport transfers (only if you are 

travelling on the group airfares) 
• Private coach 
• Ground transport as listed in the 

itinerary 
• Meals included in the itinerary 
• Entrance fees to sites listed in the 

itinerary 
• English-speaking guide for 

programmed activities 

• Ground transport not listed in the 
itinerary 

• Meals not listed in the itinerary 
• Tips and gratuities 
• Entrance fees and other expenses 

linked to optional activities 
• Drinks during meals 
• Photography and camera expenses 
• Visas 
• ‘Extras’ bills at hotels for laundry, 

telephone calls, refreshments 
• Personal travel insurance 
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We need a minimum of 15 participants for this tour.  Places are allocated on a first come, first served 
basis, so book your place as soon as you can. 
 
Be assured that your safety and wellbeing are our prime concern.  We choose accommodation and 
restaurants with your comfort and enjoyment in mind, and we use only licensed travel providers. 


